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Following Jesus 
 

Today’s Gospel passage begs the question: “What is it we are called to be and do as Christians in an affluent 
country in a world where so many have so little?  Sell all we have and give to the poor?”  If that is the case 

how many of us will go away sorrowful for in global terms we have great possessions! Commenting on this 

passage Bill Loader says “He (Jesus) did not call all who joined his movement to leave their possessions and 

join him on the road, travelling with common purse. Most stayed put at home in their towns. But for all, the 

tradition of Israel and its hope has at its heart: good news for the poor. With or without possessions, when 

people who want to revere Jesus are not good news for the poor, one thing is missing, one very big thing.” 
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Let’s just look at what is happening in this encounter a bit more deeply. (with acknowledgement to Bill 

Loaders commentary and that of Ched Myers in his Commentary on Mark’s Gospel “Binding the Strong 
Man” 2).  

 

Myers comments: 
“From the first words we know this will be an extraordinary exchange. The address ‘good teacher’ is very 

rare in Jewish literature, and is probably meant as flattery (10:17b) so Kenneth Bailey, the Middle Eastern 

Scholar says: 
He tries to impress with a compliment and perhaps hopes to be greeted with a lofty title in return. In the 

Oriental world, one compliment requires a second....This seems to be the tension of the text, because Jesus 

answers with no title at all. 

 

The Man’s question is singular in Mark for its use of the term ”eternal life”. Jesus responds in a fashion that 

at first glance seems uncharacteristic: he simply quotes the Decalogue with no apparent commentary…, yet a 

closer reading reveals that there is  a twist in his citation. For one of the statues listed by Jesus does not in 

fact appear in the Decalogue! It is “do not defraud”, and is dropped by both Matthew and Luke. The 

reference in the addition is clearly to economic exploitation:  
� This is our first indication that much is being discussed in this story than the personal failure of this 

one man: judgement is being passed upon the wealthy class… 

� The man seems to have missed Jesus’ point that “no one is good,” for he claims in response to Jesus’ 

challenge that he is blameless before the Law (10:20).  

 

Bailey writes: 

In the Talmud, Abraham, Moses and Aaron are reported to have kept the whole law. The rich ruler seems to 

calmly put himself in rather exalted company  

 

Yet Mark tells us that Jesus looked at the man and “loves him.” This is the only place in Mark where Jesus is 
described as loving someone.” (Myers p 272,3) 

 

William Loader suggests that the story might have ended there except for Jesus’ comment which subverts the 
sense of satisfaction - spoils the nice scene. Obviously Jesus did not understand love as implying avoidance 

of issues, as too frequently happens. His is a tough love to use the modern idiom. Out of love he challenges 

the man. One thing is missing. This hardly refers to a commandment that Jesus has left out - like ‘Do not 

covet’, because it is Jesus who would have missed it out, not the man! Many find what is missing in what 

follows and this must surely be true, but how are these words to be understood? 

Is Jesus saying that to gain eternal life the man must now do 3 things:  

1. keep the commandments,  
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2. sell his goods, giving the proceeds to the poor, and  

3. thirdly follow Jesus?  

 

If that were so, then Jesus is being rather unfair with the initial suggestion that the way was to keep the 
commandments. Was Jesus playing games with the man, setting up salvation by works only to knock it 

down? Hardly. Rather, Jesus’ challenge to the man to sell possessions, give to the poor and follow him, was 

a way of exposing a flaw in the man’s keeping of the commandments. Admirable as his effort had been, he 
had missed the point of the commandments. Jesus’ challenge exposed what was missing: a sense of 

compassion for the poor. The man needed to understand (follow) the commandments the way they are truly 

to be understood, the way Jesus interpreted them, not as a series commands to be obeyed or boxes to be 

ticked. He then needed to follow Jesus, not as an alternative to the commandments, but as the way of 

understanding them and the scripture. Sadly, it is possible to go through life never doing anything wrong - 

and never doing anything good or generous. Following Jesus means engaging the tradition and engaging life 

in a way that makes a difference. 

 

Bishop Rutherford at the Anglican together weekend challenged us to think about how we live as Christians 

in the world. Whether our Christianity makes any difference as to how we live compared to others? Bishop 
Graeme talked about the Church being provocative and referred us to a book by Graeme Tomlin called “The 

Provocative Church” Tomlin’s thesis is that the Church ought to be so different (in an attractive, positive 

way) that it provokes people to sit up and take notice. 

 

This begs the question, does your (and our collective) Christianity provoke others into thinking there is 

something different about these people and make them want to find out what it is? 

 

The question is not whether we are wealthy – and in global terms every single one of us is wealthy – the 

question is what do we do with what we have and would we, if necessary let it all go. Are we prepared to 
share what we have when occasion arises? 

 

I like the story of the man whose neighbours were going on a much needed and looked forward to holiday, 
but the day before, their car broke down and was going to take several days to repair. It looked like they 

would have to cancel their holiday. On hearing this, the man said – we can do without our car for a week- 

you can use it and still go and have your break. At first the neighbour protested and said “Oh no, we couldn’t 

do that” But the man insisted and so they went. On the return the man’s neighbours were profuse with their 

thanks and commented on how extra ordinarily generous he had been. They said “how come you would do 

that for us?” The man replied –I believe I am called to do for others what I’d like them to do for me – it’s 

called loving your neighbour! 

 

Bill Loader is right. Following Jesus and entering the Kingdom is about engaging life in such a way that 
makes a difference – a provocative difference! If that is not true of us individually and as a community then 

we haven’t properly learnt yet what it is to follow Jesus and I suspect we haven’t fully entered into eternal 

life – which is to know here and now, not just here after, and we may be in danger of missing out on it 
completely. 
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